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In a race against time, Contadora and Support Group diplomats completed on Nov. 13 in Guatemala
City a resolution on Central America, in a bid to gain the formal support of all members of
the Organization of American States (OAS). A diplomat told UPI that as a result of the intense
negotiations surrounding its preparation, the ensuing document seemed "acceptable for all."
Major points of the resolution submitted for approval by the OAS General Assembly follow: To
reaffirm the sovereignty of all Central American nations and the inalienable right of the citizens of
respective nations to freely select their political, economic and social systems in the absence of any
form of foreign interference or coercion.
To affirm that the establishment of democratic and pluralist institutions, and respect of basic
liberties and rights, are necessary conditions for a permanent peace in Central America.
To reaffirm the conviction that a negotiated general solution of the Central American conflict
requires the full support by all states of the principles of international law as consecrated in the UN
Charter.
To take note of the presentation to Central American governments and the international community
of the Contadora Act for Peace and Cooperation in Central America of July 6, 1986 as a fundmental
step toward establishing the bases of regional peace.
Toward promoting a negotiated political solution to the prsent conflict, to urge all nations with ties
and interests in the region, to abstain from adopting or supporting political, economic, military, or
other types of pressures against any Central American nation.
To affirm that the resolution of differences between nations in the region and differences
between other nations with ties and interests in the region and Central American nations would
fundamentally contribute to the consolidation of peace intiatives.
To reiterate support for the peace initiatives of the Contadora and its Support Group, and to urge all
nations to lend full support for those initiatives, and
To request that the Contadora Group nations present to the next OAS General Assembly a report of
activities.
According to a PRENSA LATINA report on Nov. 13, discussion of the Central American issue by
the OAS General Assembly was delayed in part due to the circulation of a draft resolution by the
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"Tegucigalpa Group" (Honduras, El Salvador and Costa Rica). Diplomats from the three countries
apparently prepared their own draft resolution containing critiques of Nicaragua, and particularly
the Nicaraguan suit against the governments of Honduras and Costa Rica before the International
Court of Justice.
The "Tegucigalpa Group" draft stated that within the inter-American system customary norms
dictate that a "chosen procedure" cannot be unilaterally abandoned until it has been fully
exhausted. This statement was interpreted as an attempt to solicit a resolution by the OAS General
Assembly calling on the Nicaraguan government to drop its World Court suit against its two Central
American neighbors.
The draft resolution consisted of the following two points: 1) To urge all parties involved in the
crisis to abstain from putting into practice, or continue practicing, procedures which may block
negotiations by Contadora and its Support Group. 2) To reiterate confidence in the Contadora
peace initiative, while urging Contadora and Support Group countries to renew their efforts in
coordinating a satisfactory negotiated settlement for all Central American nations.

-- End --
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